At War with Mother Nature
An Inferview with

Lorrie Otto

as told to Julla Ann Charpentier

ghl&nlne-yw—old Lot
10 Is the motiva-

tion behind the natural

landscaplng movement.
After witnessing the destruc-
spraying of DDT pesticide
1 the 19508 and 1960s, she in-
fuenced government officials
and this dangerous chemical
was abolished In 1970, making

7

| By 1972, DDT had been banned
nationaily in part due to her
wiforts, She was Inducted Into
the Wisconsin Conservation
Hall of Fame In 1929, Otto wants

| life into our yards and abolish
| ehemicals that create sterlle

m
%o much life %
off and mm;q::: them
IC° m'm many species of

animaly, insects, wnd plants
“o pcopl'c dnm; when nnr

Myanbwnb B?
LO: They take |ust about
everything. What's left? Not
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only do they shear off the veg-
etation that tries to grow, they
Introduce 2 kind of grass that
doesn’t bedong in our part of the
country, and then they shear it
down so that nothing can live
in it Praitie plant roots 5o deep-
er than many trees, 30

ally break up the son We med
soll insects to aerate and add to
its richness,

If you go into a garden cen-
ter and read the labels on the
bottles, they brag about all these
bad things this chemical kills.

, good solls to
grow the plants, and we need
the plants to feed the animals
and the birds.

I know muny women who
have beautifully-decorated
homes, and change the

could be that way. Beginning

with the drrinage ditches in
Bayside — we have an ordi-
nance. You're to keep
it mowed, but it be just
. We should turm all

Lovrie Otto, 89-year-old environmentalist and member of the
Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame, Photo by Ney Talt Fraser.

ed the U.S.
wod.lohl Dem

in
Wnniu. He lived in New Bes-
liny and had et one part of his
land grow to sec what the suc-
cession of plants would be from
raw 301l in this new subdivision.
It was an old farmer's field be-
fore then. That was just a lovely
trinl — should have been tele-
vised. This man mowed down
the law, not the

L&Ynmﬂ,m’tlemn
alone because we have weed
laws to the facmers. You
wouldn't want
wouldn‘bte::m poirion
highty ficlal and gentle,

little bats get caught
in them, and the warblers
can;ht, enpcdany the gold-

You can’t just turn your
bod;mdmltgo.

K:MMWWN-

LO: For the lulkw ym it
needs highly-in
agement. You don’t want lh!
that don't on our
continent. Some pative wild-
flowers ate so aggressive,
you put another plant next to
them that is just gi aggressive,

You
",‘Olt

ttm plnm will take over your
hole garden or front lawn.
IC: Have you encountered

N
gave a lecture called "Healing
the Earth.” Young people used
10 come up and say, "Oh, I'm
going to do this as soon as my

hlkEm are out of school.” And

| say, “Well, for heaven's sake,
Shshoulgeg‘: home md do it

right now use you're !omg
l‘ve

mdouﬂxmm

toes and allergic reactions to
bee stings.

LO: That's one of the reasons
1t’s important to start our chil
dren out when they're little:

They love the ants and any kind

m absolutel
stung of

errified thcy'l!

or poisoned,
Badeeler;lmptoaams.ldon’t
lnmum 30 interesting. It's a
whole other world to explore.
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JC: This psychological com-
pulsion m‘;mnlnmluuin
;lm — it's at the root of the
environmoentalist's pro 3
“LO: When we fisst came to

this country it was important
10 clear the land. - didn't
want the Indlans sn up
and stealing their horses.

JC: The land developers will
clabm that it was originally un-
inhabitable

From a very :gr, 1 always
Bad admiration for the elders
my comumunity. my stay,
ihad mcﬂu dﬁm ness
a sacred bles a long-forgot-
ten ritual from a lost legacy.
Growing up speaking Gaelic,
1 was surrounded by a highiy-
htul%l:el and sensitive tribe of
people. | trace my ancestry to
ancient rural freland and even
to this day have a strong con-
nection and teverence for na-
tute and how we are i
of 5 Jost forgotten knowledge.
- The connection and respect
for nature and the animals was
ent to Irefand. In
my opinion, the Celts where a
ehly-advanced anclent avill

Upon armiving In Ireland this
year, | decided to visit two el-
ders and pay homage to their
journey. The old woman, my

g ndtather’s sister, and her
d were in their 90% and

the old woman's health was not
m Bbut ber hughand still

i the wherewithal to give in-
Alght into realms of grofouud
thought. He was kind enough
o share with me the wisdom of

nd the Importance of integrat-
m ﬂus-wndom into their dal-

| readized that 1 was recelv-
15 8 scared blessing from i

A Sacred Blessing

‘A Reminder of An Nadur
(Nature in Gaelic) In Rural Ireland
By Paraic Donoghue

1 was in Westérn Ireland re-  place. While In thels company
cently, the place where mznmm 1 felt a shiver in my spine and
jourmey begins. Thad the honor  tears In my eyes. e
of being around two wise'elders By the end of the converss-
during my visit to Connamara.  tlon, the feeling was an immea-

surable act of loye from one
human to another, a forgot-
ten ritual maybe — 1 can only

that the emotion was over-

demm;l"hvo opened
my heart in mmrel:onds, &

process of love mirrored from
syl syt
versa a
sacred blessing,

There was no ego, no logl-
cal thinking and it came from
the essence that is rooted in all

individuals; It was magical and
mystical and 1 felt honored
have witnessed this, The
AN JAVE 3 SYNOpSis. what
we must do. We must inte
the of nature and the
awesome power nature holds in

our [{fe, and we must begin to
journey back to her. “An Na-
dur” (Nature) he cails It in Irish
Gaellc.

1t Is documented In anclent
codices that the observation of
natire is the building block 1o
petceive the divine spark with-
in each of us, Humanity in the
present form has forgotten 1o
connect to this advanced per-
ception and maybe nature s the
road back to creating the celes.
tial presence within all of us,

| express my deefcn gratl
tude to these two wise people
for the they gave me
on mam ahcgowmgc
them and their beautiful jour-

ney.
If individuals release all at-
tachments 10 thedr be.

Begin 10 be up‘:cmt today to
experiencing humbling sci-
ence of natute. Start by :gklm
for from An Nadur.
It is the first step to reclalming
vur quintessenice.

For more Information, viste:
wwwwisdomwhispers.7p.com
CAOZLIORW N Whinpers

such

t for a river we

have it so polluted?” Of course,
| had known by that time be-
cause T had
whole DDT

¢ through the
%, and 50 | knew

to have so many robins that
my children learned to count
by counting robins. Wrens no
longer sang around the house
in Sspringtime and summer-
time, It was so quiet. Warblers
would fall out of the trees.
When ;Bllmlly stopped
sprayin T, it wos twenty
years bd%n- 15aw a robin, It was
twenty-two years betfore | saw
one with a speckied breast — i
uc'fesdul hngung of robins,
_ Every sl stream, every
nslndudi enormous
in the
sixty.

e LIt mdauw; t
two or three eagle nests, ng
only one little eaglet,

JC: If you had to sum It
up, who or what Is the bigyest
threat to the environmental

mavement today?

LO: It's overpopulation. The
carth is finite. It can sustain
just so much life, and we've got
too much of it, I've never had
a clothes dryer. 've never had
4 dishwasher or a garbage dis-
posaLor air conditiontng, | drive
a Prius [hybrid] car. We can be-

bettee. Ban the use
ol'po\vera lawnmowers. Ban the
use |
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