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Romance and the Short Story

romantic short

story is like a

love song. It

grabs your at

tention  at-

once, takes you to emotional peaks

and valleys, then releases vou, No

time for digression or pondering. It
happens fast.

The short story is the oldest
type of prose fiction. Ancient Egypt,
Greece, and Rome produced tales
as early as 2000 B.C. Brief narra-
tives with accounts of supernatural
experiences have existed through-
out history in various forms such as
parables, fairy tales, folktales, leg-
ends and fables. The Middle Ages
in Europe was a prolific time with
romances about the knights of King
Arthur’s court popular in France.

In the eighteenth century an
English magazine called Spectator
broke ground with semifictional
sketches of contemporary charac-
ters. Inthe early nineteenth century
the Skerch Book (1819-1820) con-
tinued in this tradition with descrip-
tive passages, providing the first
short stories in the United States.
Romanticism was a heavy influ-
ence. Popular and literary publica-
tions increased in number.

Aswriters looked beyond what
happened to what motivated their
characters, the genre evolved into
an art form familiar today. Tech-
nique, structure, focus, point of
view, and appropriate diction now
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mattered.

Edgar Allen Poe receives credit
for establishing the genre in 1842,
He called it, “An artistic composi-
tion controlled to produce a single
unified effect.” The newspapers
and periodicals that first published
this work had a wide audience.
Nathaniel Hawthorne was the first
American tomaster this genre. Later
in the nineteenth century the form
declined in popularity in favor of the
novel. By the 1880°s and 90°s the
short story became less of amoraliz-
ing parable and regained its status
with the talent of authors like Henry
James and Joseph Conrad.

Since 1900 the short story has
flourished throughout the world,
especially in the United States. Ex-
perimental and traditional pieces
compete for space. James Joyce, an
Irish author, changed the course of
fiction writing for our century. He
was known for stream-of-conscious-
ness and blending naturalism with
symbaolism.

The novelette ornovellais simi-
lar with no strict characteristics, but
the pacing is slower because the
length is longer. Boccaccio and
Chaucer made this form famous in
the Middle Ages. Innineteenth cen-
tury Germany the novelle developed,
a version that focuses on a striking
event, a significant character or
group of characters. and a high-
impact conclusion. Compared to a
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novel, however, the action is brisk,
Like a concert filled with songs of
conflicting moods, the romance
novel provides a broad spectrum of
feeling that shorter forms of fiction
cannot achieve.

Short is not for everyone. Not
all readers appreciate a jog when
they'd prefer to walk. Not all writ-
ers can narrow their focus on a story
to such an extent. Short story writ-
ing is difficult. Nobel Prize winner
Ernest Hemingway was a master of
the art and based much of his stories
on his own adventurous life. Per-
sonal experience plays a greater role
than in any other type of composi-
tion, Itdoesn’t mean write autobio-
graphical tales with a little fabrica-
tion thrown in for good measure.
This is fiction, not a diary. Even
when written in the first person a
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