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When you hear the name s
“Valentino,” you instantly think of
passion and romance. But how
much do you know about the man
behind the steamy image?

By JULIA ANN CHARPENTIER

is full name was Rodolfo
Hﬁlfﬂnzﬂ Raffaelo Pierre
A A Philibert Guglielmi di
Valentina d'Antonguolla, Silent film
audiences knew him simply as
Valentino.

In the 1920s, Rudolph Valentino
was the screen star, It is said that dur-
ing screenings of The Sheik, women
would literally faint in the aisles.
(When was the last time you heard
of anyone fainting at the sight of
Robert Redford or Mel Gibson?)
When Valentine died in 1926, at the
age of just 31, there was a near-riot
in the streets of New York,

Valentino was born on May 6,
1895, in Castellaneta, [taly. His
father, an Army veterinarian, might
have had hopes for his son in the
service, but they were dashed when
instructors at the military academy
young Rodolfo was attending failed
to see officer potential, Unable to
gain entry into a Naval academy, the
17-year-old traveled to Paris, where
he was soon begging on street
COIMErs.

In December 1913, Valentino left
France and arrived in New York,
where he found work as a gardener,
and shelter and friendship with the
ltalian immigrants in Brooklyn. The
gardening job didn't last long,
though, and soon Valentino was bal-
ancing odd jobs such as dishwashing
and waitering with legal trouble on
charges of theft and blackmail.
When he couldn't afford a room, he
slept in Central Park.

Before long, Valentino became a
cafe dancer. He took the art serious-
ly, and toured with well-known pro-
fessionals of the day like Bonnie
GGlass and Joan Sawver. He was earn-
ing as much as $25 an hour, a
remarkable sum in those days, and
an abrupt change from his prior con-
dition of being penniless.

But even before he reached high-
ranking dancer status in New York,
Valentino saw the drawbacks to
making a living escorting women
across the ballroom floor, He felt like
a high-class prostitute, He related an
incident in which a woman
complimented him on his dancing,
then suggested he teach her the
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